Dhaka is one of the most vulnerable cities of the world to the adverse effects of climate change and variables. Children of Dhaka are the most vulnerable group of people to any crucial change in weather pattern or climate; i.e. heat wave and heavy precipitation. However, little research has been conducted with children on their perception of climate change which is important for developing coping strategies -resilience to inform urban development and planning policies for the city. This mixed method research conducted a cross-sectional survey on children of three schools in Dhaka. Analysis of the survey shows that socio-economic and educational background of the children defines their access to infrastructure, services and facilities; thus frame their experience and perception of vulnerabilities. Children have clear perception on the changes in temperature and rainfall in Dhaka. Although they feel more comfortable with heavy precipitation than increased heat, yet both the conditions affect their physiological health and daily activities negatively. The actions they suggested to cope with the negative impacts of climate change are mostly reactive than anticipatory in nature illustrating dependency on adults to increase their adaptive capacity. However their concern for every-day stress and well-being affected by the deteriorating weather conditions illustrate a sense of anxiety among them. The children also identified a few coping strategies -resilience to adapt to the impacts of extreme weather events that may inform to develop a comprehensive urban design guideline and planning policy for Dhaka.
Introduction
Vulnerability and exposure to climate hazards are dynamic; identifiable and marginalized population groups can be differentially affected by similar hazards. The exposure and potential impact on children has been a critical missing
Vulnerability and exposure to climate hazards are dynamic; identifiable and marginalized population groups can be differentially affected by similar hazards. The exposure and potential impact on children has been a critical missing .This paper aims at contributing to some of these knowledge gaps by generating research evidences on the nature of vulnerability of children in urban areas by exploring children's perceptions and experiences of increased heat and heavy precipitation in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Dwelling on the responses from school children in the city between the age of 10 and 14 from varied socio-economic and physical conditions, the exploration had the objectives to find out,
• Which weather conditions and climate events children identify as hazards in Dhaka • Whether their perceptions vary by variables such as household income, age, gender etc.
• What the children identify as evident impacts of increased heat and heavy precipitation on them • What are their suggestive actions to reduce impacts and manage risks
Methodology
According to 'Convention of the Rights of the Child' population under the age of 18 is considered to be children [26]. Children's perspectives are often ignored in any research for various reasons. They are perceived to be difficult to reach as a group. Furthermore, stringent ethical approval processes make working with children time consuming [23] . Often researchers identify children as a homogeneous group and fail to take into account the key variables such as their age, social class, gender and ethnicities when designing and conducting projects [17] . In addition, disrespectful attitude of adults, parents and researchers towards children's views and opinions restrict incorporating them in research [23] . Despite these drawbacks, the views of children began to be generally accepted as a principle towards the end twentieth century [24] . Children's perspectives represent their experience, perceptions and understanding of life and world [9] which is influenced by biological, psychological and social factors [4] . A recent study reported that "children are already reporting changes to their environments due to changes in the climatic conditions, either on the basis of their own experience or what they have learned about their environments". These experiences and perceptions, although contextual, are affecting their lives and potentially their development [14] .
The study described in this paper used mixed method research to work with a total of 55 children (10-11 Year olds) from 3 schools during July and August 2012 [18] . The findings were complemented with additional 9 interviews held during the same months of 2016 at the same schools with a similar group of students. This age group was selected as they learn about weather in-depth at school within their Grade 5 and 6 curricula. The children belonged to different physical, educational, socio-economic backgrounds as shown in Table 1 . 
